
are likely to come into 
contact with infections 
should be cleaned and 
disinfected. 
 
The CDC also stated that 
MRSA can be effectively 
removed by cleaning 
surfaces with a detergent
-based EPA - registered 
disinfectant. 

Health officials from New 
York city confirmed that a 
seventh grade male stu-
dent who died on the 
14th of October had 
MRSA, a highly infectious 
drug resistant form of 
staph bacteria that nor-
mally occurs in hospitals 
and nursing homes but is 
now beginning to take 

hold in community based 
places such as sports 
centers, schools and 
gyms. It has become 
known as CA-MRSA, or 
c o m m u n i t y - a c q u i r e d 
MRSA. 

The Center for Disease 
Control recommends that 
when MRSA skin infec-
tions occur, surfaces that 

“Given the propensity for 
people to pick, touch, or 
blow their noses, it is not 
surprising that carriers will 
often harbor their own 
strain of S. aureus on their 
fingers, which they will 
then transfer to any site 
accessible to their hands,” 
stated Dr. Stephanie 
Dancer in the journal Lan-
cet Infectious Diseases.  

Bacteria such as S. aureus 
and viruses such as the 

noroviruses that cause 
diarrhea can live on plastic 
or metal surfaces for days, 
Dancer said.  “The evi-
dence for S. aureus and 
MRSA contamination of a 
huge variety of items in 
hospitals is overwhelm-
ing.”  

“Objects such as com-
puter keyboards, door 
handles, tourniquets, 
pens, television sets, 
stethoscopes, telephones, 

beds and bedside tables, 
equipment packaging, 
paper and patient’s notes, 
and toys are just a few 
examples,” she wrote. 

Earlier this month, a re-
port in the Journal of the 
American Medical Associa-
tion showed that MRSA 
killed an estimated 
19,000 Americans in 2005 
and that 85 percent of 
them were infected in hos-
pitals. 

MRSA Confirmed In Dead New York School Student 

Hospitals Often the Source of MRSA Virus 
Complete Cleaning Essential to Prevention 
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Shortly after Staunton River High 
School Senior Ashton Bonds died 
from an MRSA infection in mid Octo-
ber, the Bedford County School dis-
trict cancelled classes in all schools 
for a full day of cleaning. 
Officials indicated it cost more than 
$216,000 to complete the clean-up.   

In another incident, a student at the 
Mashpee Kids’ Klub preschool was 
diagnosed with an antibiotic-
resistant staph infection. The pre-
school closed down and remained 
closed the next day. Notices were 
immediately sent home to parents. 

An outside cleaning crew, conducted 
a thorough scrubdown of the build-
ing.  An official said the company 
went in “and did a complete disin-
fection of all the floors, walls, and 
surfaces” throughout the building. 
The cost of the cleanup was $2,270. 

Finally, the Rappahannock County 
school system recently finished a 
comprehensive cleaning of its two 
campuses. One of that system's two 
MRSA cases was hospitalized after 
his diagnosis. Rappahannock hired a 
company to clean locker and weight 
rooms and sent all football equip-
ment to Philadelphia to be profes-
sionally washed. 
  
School employees also followed a 
local hospital's advice to mop hall-
ways and classrooms with a bleach 
solution. The cost of the cleanup: 
more than $10,000.  
 
Such incidents have school officials 
scrambling to check budgets to see 
how such costs could be handled. 

Clean-Up Costs  
Are Expensive 

For Schools to Handle 

Late Friday, Lower Merion School District reported that five members of the Harriton football team 
had been diagnosed and treated for MRSA. District officials said several actions were taken, includ-
ing cleaning of school area and enhanced awareness. 
 
A pupil at Indian Lane Elementary School in Delaware County was diagnosed with the superbug 
and the school was closed so it can be sanitized. 
. 
A girl on the soccer team at Chichester High School in Boothwyn also was diagnosed with the bac-
teria. Chichester High has been sanitized and has reopened. After-school activities were called off 
Thursday while the work was being done. 
 
In South Jersey, Point Pleasant Boro High School is open after buildings were disinfected because 
a student has been diagnosed with a drug-resistant bacteria infection. 

More Cases of MRSA in Area Schools  

Turn the Page for More Information 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/21559368/�
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“All computer keyboards in patient 
care areas should be routinely  
disinfected every day.” 

 

Dr. William A. Rutala 
University of North Carolina 

“Harmful bacteria can survive as 
long as 24 hours on computer key-
boards.” 
 

Dr. Gary A. Knoski 
Northwestern Memorial 

“The average key  board harbors 
400 times more bacteria than the 
average toilet seat.” 
 

Dr. Charles Gerba 
University of Arizona 

“Bacteria that reside in the mouth or 
upper  respiratory tract can  travel to 
a computer keyboard and survive as 
long as 24 hours.  Viruses can live on 
them for one hour or more.” 
  

                       Dr. Daniel LePera, DDS 

Seal Shield™ Washable Keyboards and Mice 
Can Help Eliminate One Source of MRSA 

www.sealshield.com 
© Copyright 2007 Seal Shield Corporation.  All rights reserved. 

Introducing SILVER SEAL™  
Active antibacterial, antimicrobial keyboards that retain their germ-
resistant qualities for years.   
 
By embedding silver ions in the plastic used to create the Silver SEAL™ keyboard, Seal 
Shield has created the ideal keyboards and mice for ongoing protection.  The two im-
ages below show the effectiveness of this approach.  The image on the left shows the 
amount of staph infection-causing bacteria that has grown on an untreated surface in a 
24-hour period compared to the surface of Silver SEAL™ keyboard (none). 

Seal Shield™ washable keyboards can be easily disinfected by washing them with a disinfectant, cleaning them in a sink or even put-
ting them in a dishwasher!  In today’s computer-oriented environment, keyboards are everywhere throughout a school system.  
Whether it be in the office or the classroom, these keyboards are touched by many people each day, and that makes them prime tar-
gets for the spread of infection.  By having a bottle of disinfectant handy, Seal Shield™ keyboards can be cleaned regularly without 
concern for damage to sensitive electronics.   
 
Seal Shield™ keyboards and mice are an important part of a complete solution designed to keep students safe and clean-up costs 
down. 
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